10th Grade Project:
World Issues Handbook

2013-2014
This project is designed to give students the opportunity to research, critically think, and act to promote change in the world. Do not lose this packet – you will need to refer to it throughout the benchmark project. This packet is available online should you lose yours. In order to save a tree there will be NO replacement packets offered if you lose yours. Filling in your name and teachers’ names will help return this packet to you if it is lost.

This packet belongs to: _______________________________________________

English Teacher and Room #: ___________________________________________

General Benchmark Details

Calendar and Due Dates: Write these in your planner.

	Assignment
	Due Date

	Request for Information
	March 20

	Outline and Bibliography
	April 3

	WI Rough Draft
	April 10

	WI Final Draft
	May 4

	Presentation Visuals
	May 8

	World Issues Presentation
	May 12-15


What is the purpose of the project?
The purpose of this project is to make sure that every student in the 10th grade has attained a minimum level of skills in the English discipline, as well as the ability to meet Melba’s School Wide Outcomes
What is expected of me?

At the end of the 10th grade, Melba High expects all students to demonstrate a basic understanding of the following skills:

· Modern Language Association (MLA) standards for research and writing

· Correct spelling and grammar

· Library research and correct citation of sources

· Technology Use: Word Processing, Power Point, Google Earth Tour

· Expository Essay Format

· Persuasive Essay Format

· Oral presentation skills

· Service Learning

Students must also demonstrate their progress in meeting the School Wide Outcomes throughout the benchmark process:

· Personal Responsibility: By being part of a World Issues classroom group, and a grade level group, students are expected to meet deadlines and obligations set forth through this project.

· Social Responsibility: As a member of the world community, students will make a meaningful impact on the community around them through service learning.

· Critical Thinking:  Students will be asked to research and evaluate a world issue, analyzing its causes and proposing one or more solutions.

· Communication: Students must communicate with their parents, teachers, and partners regarding problems that are facing. Students will demonstrate what they’ve learned in an oral presentation format.

What if someone in my group isn’t fulfilling their obligation to the group?

A student who is not participating appropriately with the group will receive a warning and then if the teacher’s standard is not met, the student will be removed from the group and asked to complete the project independently on a different country.

What if my work is late or incomplete?

WIP due dates are firm. Any assignment submitted after its due date for any reason will receive no more 50%. Assignments not completed correctly will be returned as redo’s and will be subject to point deductions. In order to pass the World Issues Project, students must achieve a “C” or better on each assignment.
Grading:

The World Issues Benchmark is worth:

· 30% of your second semester grade in English

Request for Information
Goal: The following assignment is designed to help you gain a basic level of understanding of your country. 
1. Research basic information about your country. 

2. There are many unresolved problems in our modern world. Based on your research, identify the unresolved problems your county faces. Below are “essential questions” to help frame your research. Each group member should choose a different “essential question” to research. Check the box of the “essential question” you will be researching.  
Essential Questions

· Famine: What causes hunger to exist in your country? What effect has it had on the people of your country? 

· National Debt: What caused your country to have to borrow money from other countries? What effect has it had on your country's economy?

· Poverty and Disease: What caused an unequal distribution of wealth in your country? What effect has it had on the health of people in your country? 

· Human Rights Violations: What rights are guaranteed to people in your country? How does the government work to or fail to protect these rights?

· War: What military conflicts has your country been involved in since World War II? How does your country work to ensure its own security?

· Political Instability: How has your country’s government changed since 1789? What turmoil has your country experienced as a result?        

· Terrorism: What internal conflicts does your country face between majority and minority groups? What methods are used to achieve their political goals?

· Environmental Issues: What effect has the Industrial Revolution had on the environment of your country? What action is being taken by your government to resolve environmental concerns?

· The Spread of Nuclear Weapons: What effect has the development of weapons of mass destruction had on your country? How does your country ensure its safety from foreign nations?

· Technological Change: How has technology contributed to an unequal distribution of wealth in your country? What actions are being taken to ensure the economic stability of your country?

· Gender Equity: Are the men and women in your country treated equally? Does the government protect the rights of women and gender minorities in your country? Why or why not?

· Education: What prevents children in your country from receiving a free and public education? What effect does this have on children’s lives currently and in the future? 
Research
1. Write your Essential Question on the top line of your Request for Information Worksheet.
2. [image: image1.wmf]Brainstorm key search terms based on your question and the knowledge you’ve gained from your research. Write those terms below. These terms can be used to research in books, periodicals, and search engines.
3. Using your key search terms, create 5 questions that will help you answer your larger essential question. Write your questions in the spaces provided on your Request for Information worksheet.
4. Research the answers to these questions. Take notes in the boxes below each question. Next to each note you take place a parenthetical citation. Use additional binder paper if you run out of room.
5. Fill in the Works Cited worksheet using the sources from your parenthetical citations on the Request for Information worksheet. 
6. Using the information you gained in your research, write a one sentence answer to your essential question next to the word thesis at the bottom of your Request for Information worksheet.
What are In-Text (parenthetical) Citations?

In-text citations are what you put after a quotation or paraphrased idea in the body of your paper. If you use someone’s words directly, you should put “quotation marks” around their words and a parenthetical citation at the end of the sentence. The citation should include: author’s name and page # for a book (Orwell 14); the article name and page # for a reference or periodical with no author (“Water Pollution in the Bay Area” A4), web page name and paragraph # for a website with no author (“Afghanistan” para. 5-7). Some examples:

Some experts believe that hunting is only harmful when done excessively and that “regulated sport hunting has never driven any wild species into extinction” (Turback 74).

If you used their idea but you put it entirely in your own words (paraphrasing), you put the citation at the end of the sentence where you talk about that idea, but no quotation marks:

Though the number of attacks by mountain lions on humans is low, the rate of increase of attacks since the 1960s is cause for serious concern (Rychnovsky 43).

Excerpted From: McAuley, Allyson. “ACADEMIC HONESTY (or How Not To Kidnap Someone Else’s Ideas!)” MLA and Plagiarism Handouts. Irvington High School, 18 Oct.2011 Web. 19 Oct. 2011. http://www.fmtusd.org/Page/8773

Request for Information Worksheet

Essential Question: _____________________________________________________________________



                   Notes:




    

       Parenthetical:
	Question 1:
	
	

	Question 2:
	
	

	Question 3:
	
	

	Question 4:
	
	

	Question 5:
	
	


Thesis: _______________________________________________________________________________

Works Cited

Directions: Cite the sources you used for your “Request for Information” worksheet below. Use the attached “How to Create an MLA Works Cited Page (MLA Bibliography)” handout to format your source citations. 


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________
How to Create an MLA Works Cited Page (MLA Bibliography)

What is a Bibliography, or Works Cited page?
A bibliography is a list at the end of your paper of all the sources you found while researching. A Works Cited page lists only the sources you cited in your paper, not the ones that you read but decided not to use. This is what you have to do for the benchmarks. The MLA Handbook (available in the library) explains how to make one. Other resources are on the Irvington Library page (www.irvington.org/library) on the main page, AND under “MLA Citation Links,” AND under  “MLA Citation Handouts.” There is also information at the end of your Irvington planner. Right now we’re using the 2009 MLA format (7th edition—the most recent) but don’t use this handout for longer than one year (June 2013) because MLA format may change!
What is an Annotated Bibliography?

An annotated bibliography is a Works Cited page with a short paragraph below each entry explaining the source and what you used it for. Try writing 2 sentences about what the source is, and 2 sentences about how you used it/what you learned from it. Be specific! For some assignments, you must include a quotation from the source, with quotation marks and a parenthetical citation. Check your benchmark packet! Don’t forget to explain your quotation and show how it connects to your topic.

“Afghanistan.” The World Factbook. Central Intelligence Agency, 19 Oct. 2009. Web. 15 Sept. 2011  <http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/af.html>.

The CIA World Factbook is a database of basic information on politics, culture, geography, and current issues for all countries in the world. It is especially useful because the statistics are updated frequently. I used this source to provide the population, religions, and languages of Afghanistan, and also to show that the political situation is dangerous. “Despite gains toward building a stable central government, a resurgent Taliban and continuing provincial instability - particularly in the south and the east - remain serious challenges for the Afghan Government” (“Afghanistan”). The fundamentalist Taliban frequently challenges the legitimate government of an area, and in many areas, the leadership is weak. This causes political instability in the country overall.

How Do I Start?: Put Works Cited (“Works” with an S at the end, like “works of literature!”) in the center of the top of a new page at the end of your paper, in the same font as your paper (NO bold/underline). If it’s for a benchmark, check the packet to confirm what to title the page. Make one entry for each source, alphabetically by whatever is first (author or title), following the rules for each source type below. DON’T number them or label by the type of source. It should look like the Sudan example at the bottom of the back of this page.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

BOOK (or a PAMPHLET or BROCHURE):

Author’s last name, Author’s first name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publishing Company, Year. Medium. 
Your choices for “medium” are almost always “Print” or “Web.” If the book has an editor instead of an author, put “ed.” after the name.

Calhoun, Yael. Water Pollution. New York: Chelsea House, 2005. Print.

BOOK WITH 2 OR MORE AUTHORS:

Include all authors. Reverse only the name of the first author, add a comma, and give the other name(s) normally:

McLellan, Tom, and Alicia Bragg. Escape From Anxiety and Stress. New York: Chelsea House, 1986. Print.

PAGE FROM A WEBSITE (Online MLA help sites may call this a “Web Document”):

Author’s last name, Author’s first name. “Page Title.” Title of Website. Organization that created the site, Date Posted. Medium. Date Accessed. <URL>.  
The MLA Handbook only requires the URL “If needed to find the original source.” Ask your teacher –it will probably be required by most teachers at Irvington! If there’s no author, like in the example below, leave out the author and start with “Page Title.” “Page Title” is the specific page you’re reading from, while Title of Website is the name of the whole site. Title of Website is NOT the URL! (www…):
“Afghanistan.” The World Factbook. Central Intelligence Agency, 19 Oct. 2008. Web. 15 Dec. 2010. <http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/af.html>.

For a REFERENCE (like The World Book Encyclopedia or The Environmental Encyclopedia):

Author’s last name, Author’s first name. “Title of Article.” Title of Reference Book. Edition, if given. Year. Medium. 

Publication info not needed for well-known encyclopedias. If the article is signed, list the author first, otherwise list the article title. Do NOT cite the editor of the whole encyclopedia. If the articles are arranged alphabetically, you can leave out volume and page numbers.

Mohanty, Jitendra M. “Indian Philosophy.” The New Encyclopaedia Britannica. 15th ed. 1987. Print.

“Mandarin.” The Encyclopedia Americana. 1994. Print.

For a PERIODICAL you found in PRINT: A periodical is a source published periodically (at regular periods of time), like a magazine or newspaper. Author’s last name, First name. “Article Title in Quotation Marks.” Periodical Title Italicized Date: Section number (for newspapers: C3, C3+) or page range (for magazines: 18-22). Medium. 

The edition (early ed., late ed., etc.) is after the date, if needed. No period after periodical title. Capitalize correctly, even if the source doesn’t.
Here’s one newspaper and one magazine:

Wildermuth, John. “Polls Agree on Debate But Split on Election.” San Francisco Chronicle 5 Oct. 2004: A1. Print.

Levy, Steven. “Great Minds, Great Ideas.” Newsweek 27 May 2002: 15-17. Print.

ONLINE PERIODICAL (A magazine or newspaper you found on the Web):

Levy, Steven. “Great Minds, Great Ideas.” Newsweek 27 May 2002. Web. 15 Sept. 2008 <http://www.msnbc.com/News/754336.asp>.

For a PERIODICAL FROM A DATABASE (most IHS students use Alameda County Public Library databases at aclibrary.org):

Wildermuth, John. “Polls Agree on Debate But Split on Election.” San Francisco Chronicle 5 Oct. 2004: A1. Lexis Nexis. Web. 12 Oct. 2009.
For a SCHOLARLY (ACADEMIC) JOURNAL: This is a scholarly journal from a database, JSTOR. If from the Web directly, leave out the database name. Put “n. pag.” instead of page #s if you don’t have ‘em. Notice the VOLUME NUMBER & ISSUE NUMBER 32. 1, & the date (in parentheses):

Tolson, Nancy. “Making Books Available.” African American Review  32. 1 (1998): 9-16. JSTOR. Web. 12 Oct. 2011.

A PERSONAL INTERVIEW:

Start with the name of the person you interviewed. May be a “Personal interview,” “Telephone interview,” or “Email interview.”

Froodle, Bob. Personal interview. 13 Oct. 2008.

Helpful Tips!
1. Need to cite government docs? E-books? Other sources not listed here? See www.irvington.org/library for more resources.

2. Put entries in ALPHABETICAL ORDER by the author’s last name, or the title if there’s no author. Don’t number or label them or use bullets. Don’t count articles (a, an, the) when alphabetizing things with no author. Can you figure out why? (
3. If no author is given (common with websites), just leave it out and go on, but if no date is given, put “n.d.” as a placeholder and “N.p.” if no publisher.  DON’T BE LAZY! LOOK HARD for the dates and publishers—you can usually find a date at the bottom, and there is almost always a publisher, even if you have to go back to the home page. What organization made the site?

4. For books, find the information you need on the title page or the copyright page (other side of the title page). If there is more than one date, use the most recent. If there is more than one city of publication, use the first.

5. Works that stand on their own, like books or encyclopedias, are italicized. Works published as a part of another work, like an article (part of a magazine or encyclopedia), poem (part of a book of poems) or a song (part of an album) are in “quotation marks.” Never use “quotes” AND italics!

6. INDENT the second line of every entry and any lines after that. This is called a “hanging” indent. Double-space. Use Times New Roman, 12 point font for the whole page, even the title.

7. Put a period at the end of every entry, even websites.

8. Don’t underline website URLs or make them blue, even though Microsoft Word wants to. Put the URL in those nifty sideways alligator brackets instead <www.irvington.org>. If Word makes it blue, just hit “undo” (Ctrl Z).

Here’s a sample Works Cited page for a report about the country of Sudan. We made it small to fit on this sheet, but yours has to be 12 point font, double spaced, and on a separate page!

Works Cited

Aardema, Verna. What's So Funny, Ketu? : A Nuer Tale. New York: Dial Press, 1982. Print.

Hoge, Warren. “Annan Urges Security Council to Act on Growing Violence in Sudan.” New York Times 4 Nov. 2004. Web. 15 Sept. 2008 <http://www.nytimes.com/2004/11/04/ international/africa/04nations.html>.

 “Sudan.” African Studies Center. University of Pennsylvania, 3 July 2007. Web. 15 Sept. 2008 <http://www.sas.upenn.edu/African_Studies/Country_Specific/Sudan.html>.

“Sudan.” The Encyclopedia Americana. 2004 ed. Print.

Country Profile
Goal: Gain a deeper understanding of your unresolved problem. Use your research skills to answer your assigned essential question in a 3-4 paged paper.

Writing your essay: This essay is an informative (expository) essay. This means your essay explains the answer to your essential question. It should not be based on your opinion, but rather the research you gathered. 

After you have chosen your essential question, provide an in-depth analysis of your country's problem. You need to be certain that your country is indeed affected by this problem, so do some initial research before choosing to do it! You need to be certain that your country is more affected by this issue than most other countries. For example, if most countries suffer from environmental waste, and you are choosing this as your topic, be certain that your country is affected more than the average. All of the research should clearly support and convey the nature of the problem and why it is a significant issue today.
Your grade will come from your ability to take a large amount of information and write a short but detailed essay that provides the reader with a snapshot into one aspect of your country. 

Your thesis should be the answer to your essential question. The three body paragraphs will then support your thesis using examples. 
The goal of your group is to create a total picture of the issues faced by your country. 

Essay must: 
· Be in MLA Format: typed, 12 point Times New Roman font, double-spaced.

· At least four pages long:

· Page 1: Title page. Include (your name, your teachers names, period, date)

· Page 2-3: Your essay (2 pages minimum)

· Page 4: Your Works Cited page 

· Have parenthetical citations within your essay for all quotations and paraphrases. Each citation must be referenced on the Works Cited page. 

· Each essay should have a minimum of 4 sources, including at least one from the following formats:
· Book
· Reference (encyclopedia, etc.)
· Periodical article (online or hardcopy)
· Database 
Country Profile Rubric

Automatic Redo if paper:

· is not in MLA format

· is too short (2 pages of text minimum)

· has no parenthetical citations or works cited page

· was not turned in to turnitin.com

	 
	A
	B
	C
	I
	NC

	Spelling and Grammar
	Excellent spelling and grammar +15
	Good spelling and grammar with few mistakes +13
	Several spelling and grammar mistakes +11.5
	Spelling and grammar mistakes are affecting clarity of writing. +10
	Spelling and grammar mistakes make understanding difficult. +8-0

	Reasoning
	An exceptionally reasoned thesis is made and fully supported by body paragraphs. +20
	A thoughtfully reasoned thesis is made and supported by body paragraphs  +17 pts
	A thesis is made. It is logical and supported by body paragraphs. +15 pts
	A thesis is made, but is not supported by body paragraphs +13 pts
	Thesis or body paragraphs are missing. +11-0 pts

	Content
	Each supporting paragraph is based on exceptional research that supports the paragraphs topic sentence. +25pts
	Each supporting paragraph is based on good research that supports the topic sentence. +21
	Each supporting paragraph is based on sufficient research to support the topic sentence. +19
	Supporting paragraphs are based on incomplete research. +16 pts
	Supporting paragraphs are not based on research. +14-0 pts

	Essay Organization

&

Format
	Paper has an introduction with a thesis, a minimum of 3 body paragraphs that support the thesis, and a conclusion, all in MLA format. +10 pts
	1 error in format +8.5
	2 errors in format +7.5 pts
	3 errors in format +6.5 pts
	More than three errors in format. +5.5-0 pts

	Bibliography
	Minimum of 4 sources are used and cited correctly.+10 pts
	3types of sources are used and cited correctly. Few mistakes. + 8.5 pts
	2 sources or many errors in format +7.5 pts
	1 source many errors in format +6.5 pts
	No sources or all sources are cited incorrectly. +5.5-0 pts

	Citations
	Paraphrases, quotes cited correctly; referenced in Works Cited pg. +20 pts
	2 errors +17 pts
	3 errors +15 pts
	4 errors +13 pts
	More than four errors +11-0 pts


World Issues Annotated Bibliography
An annotated bibliography has two components: 
· a bibliographic citation which give the publishing information of the source

· an annotation which summarizes and evaluates the quality of the source 

For this annotated bibliography, you will need to choose four (4) NEW resources that you believe will help you understand how your social issue can be solved.

Four (4) different kinds of sources must be used: books, magazines, newspapers, online databases, corporate publications etc.

Each bibliographic citation must follow the MLA format for documentation.

· Annotations should be four to six sentences long and focus on the aspects of the source that are important to your project. The sentences should include:

· Thesis or purpose of the work.

· Description of the section that you found particularly helpful to your project.

· The exact quotation (followed by a parenthetical citation) that is especially important (or that you think you may be able to use later).
· One or two sentences of commentary connecting the quotation to your project.  
· Citations have a hanging indent and are double-spaced; annotations have no indentation and are single spaced.

Example

Fanning, Karen. “Young Migrant Workers Toil in U.S. Fields.” Scholastic Magazine. June 2004: 3-4. Print.

Karen Fanning argues that young migrant workers in the U.S. face long hours and harsh conditions in U.S. fields. In the section titled “A Better Life” These children often fall behind in school as a result. “In the afternoons, both teens attend the MET Youth Center, which provides local migrant children with computer training, homework help and visits to area college campuses. For Santos, MET has made the difference” (Fanning 4). Children who work often struggle in school. After school programs like MET help these kids keep up with their school work.  
 Annotated Bibliography Rubric

	Criterion
	Excellent (4)
	Good (3)
	Acceptable (2)
	Incomplete/Redo (1-0)

	Annotations 
	Annotations include summary, quote, and explanation, and are thorough and comprehensible.
	Annotations include summary, quote, and explanation.
	Annotations are missing no more than one piece (summary, quote, or explanation).
	Annotations are missing more than one piece (summary, quote, or explanation).

	MLA format and style 
	Summary, quote, parenthetical notes, and bibliographical citations are done in MLA style with no errors.
	Summary, quote, parenthetical notes, and bibliographical citations are done in MLA style with 1 error.
	Summary, quote, parenthetical notes, and bibliographical citations are done in MLA style with no more than 3 errors.
	Summary, quote, parenthetical notes, and bibliographical citations are not done in MLA style or have 4 or more errors.

	Grammar and spelling 
	Information written in complete sentences with no grammar / spelling errors.
	Information written in complete sentences with no more than 1 grammar/spelling error.
	Information written in complete sentences with no more than 2 grammar/spelling errors.
	Information written in complete sentences with no more than 3 grammar/spelling errors.

	Sources 
	At least 5 different sources are listed.
	At least 4 different sources are listed.
	At least 3 different sources are listed.
	Fewer than three sources are listed.


Persuasive Essay

Goal: Write an essay explaining why the problem you identified in your Country Profile is significant in your country and how it might be fixed. Advocate for the best solution to the problem.

Your country profile (an expository essay) informed the reader about a current issue in your country. Your persuasive essay should persuade the reader to take a position FOR or AGAINST a SOLUTION to that problem. You will urge your audience to agree with your stance and take action to help solve the problem you identify. Persuasive essays provide a claim (argument) and support that argument with verifiable concrete details and examples. Persuasive essays also present a counter-argument, which considers a possible argument against your claim or some aspect of your reasoning. This allows you to anticipate doubts and pre-empt objections that a skeptical reader might have.  It presents you as the kind of person who weighs alternatives before arguing for one and who is more interested in discovering the truth than winning a point. The writer then rebuts the counter-argument by exposing the weaknesses in the opposing position and providing further evidence to support the writer’s claim.
Follow these steps:
1. Continue researching your country. Identify possible solutions that people in the international community can help make happen.  Decide on one that you believe would be most effective.

You will argue that solving the problem you identify, in the manner you recommend, is the best/most efficient way to a) improve the quality of life of your country’s citizens, b) improve the environment of your country/region, OR c) empower your country to be a better member of the international community. The solution must be one in which the international community can participate, either through action or through support (or pressure). 

2. Advocate for the solution you’ve found. Using your research, develop a thesis statement or “claim” that supports your solution.

Examples:

· The people of (country or region) are suffering from (issue/problem). We need to take action by (solution). If we do not, (terrible things) will result.

OR

· The (problem) in (location) is causing (evil results…)We need to (take action) so that this (problem) is resolved. 

3. Support your position with evidence (quotations) and concrete details from your research.

4. Identify a counter argument. What is the weakest part of your argument? How do you defend your weakest argument?

Persuasive essays should:

· Have a unique title that accurately informs the reader of the paper’s content

· Utilize persuasive strategies (celebrity name-dropping, rational appeal/logos, emotional appeal/pathos, appeal to good character/ethos, opportune moment/kairos)

· Be addressed to regular people in the international community (intended audience)

· Be in MLA format: typed, 12 point Times New Roman font, double-spaced
· Be at least three pages long: 

· Two to Three pages of text ( minimum of two pages)
· Page four is your works cited page

· Have parenthetical citations for all quotations and paraphrased information

· Each citation must be referenced in the Works Cited. You may re-use sources cited/used in your Country Profile. 

Follow this outline for your persuasive essay:
I. Introduction paragraph: Provides background on your topic and includes your claim, the problem, and the solution. 

II. Background Paragraph: Explanation and background of problem, including causes, history, participants, etc. This is a condensed version of the topical section of the Country Profile. Use and explain evidence from your research.

III. Existing Solutions Paragraph: Discussion of solutions that have been proposed or tried; identification of best solution. Use and explain evidence from your research.

IV. Argument Paragraph: Explain why identified solution is the best one. Use and explain evidence from your research. 
Optional: Second Argument Paragraph.

V. Counter-Argument/Rebuttal Paragraph: What would people say who oppose the solution you identified? 

A. State the other side’s main argument against your identified solution and support their argument with evidence. 

B. Argue back against their point, supporting your argument with evidence. 

VI. Conclusion: Clearly and strongly remind your reader of the problem, your identified solution, and why that solution is the best one. Mention the service learning ideas your group is going to try to do to help solve this situation. Further, state for the reader the impact that ignoring the problem will have on your country.
Persuasive Essay Rubric

	 
	A
	B
	C
	I
	NC

	Spelling and Grammar
	No more than 1 typo and 2 total spelling / grammar errors

+15 points
	No more than 3 typos and 4 total spelling / grammar errors

+14-13 pts
	No more than 4 typos and 8 total spelling / grammar errors

+12-11 pts
	No more than 5 typos and 10 total spelling / grammar errors

+10-9 pts
	Spelling and grammar mistakes make understanding difficult. +8-0pts

	Reasoning and Content
	An exceptionally reasoned claim is made and fully supported. Each supporting paragraph gives exceptional details. Substantial, relevant research. Counterargument makes sense and is defended. 

+50-45 pts
	A thoughtfully reasoned claim is made and supported. Each supporting paragraph gives good details. Counterargument is provided and “explained away”. 

+44-40 pts
	A claim is made. It is logical, supported and attempts to solve the problem. Each supporting paragraph gives some detail. Counterargument is present, but not strong. 

+39-35 pts
	Claim is made but not well reasoned. Some details or examples support the claim.

Incomplete or missing counterargument. 

+ 34-30 pts
	Claim and counterarguments are missing or not logical.  Claim is not supported. No research evident.

+ 29-0 pts

	Format
	Paper consists of an introduction, which is a map of the essay, a minimum of 3 body paragraphs, a conclusion, and is in MLA format. 

+5pts
	1 error in format +4
	2 errors in format 

+3.5 pts
	3 errors in format 

+3 pts
	More than three errors in format. +2.5-0 pts

	Persuasive Strategies Employed
	Effective use of Logos, Pathos, Ethos, or Kairos convinces reader to adopt the writer’s solution.  Reasoning does not commit any logical fallacies.

+20-18pts
	Includes language that is related to persuasive strategies.  Effectiveness questionable.  May contain logical fallacies. +17-16 pts
	Persuasive elements are an afterthought or rely on logical fallacies.  +15-14 pts
	An attempt is made, but is reliant on faulty logic or personal bias.  

+13-12 pts
	No attempt to convince the reader is made. +11-0 pts

	Citation   
	All ideas, paraphrases and quotes are cited correctly and referenced in the Works Cited page. +10 pts
	2 errors 

+8 pts
	3 errors 

+7 pts
	4 errors 

+6pts
	More than four errors 

+5-0 pts


Note: The rough draft will be worth 50 points and the Final Draft will be worth 100 points.
Service Component
Participation in the service activity is optional for sophomores. 
We will have a Culture Fair:  Students may participate in a number of ways!
1.  Your choice of a Ethnic Food/ Music/ Dance Festival.  This can be a group presentation or an assembly at lunch.  Donations for food sales may be donated to the local food bank.

2. Skype a classroom in another country.  I have access to a neat program that a group may try to use.  

3. Bring in a visitor from another country to speak to our classes about their culture.

World Issue Presentation Visuals

Goal: Prepare the visual aids you will use for your WIP Presentation

1. Create one nametag for each member of your group. Nametags should:

· Use your country colors and symbols from your flag

· Name tags should be 5”x7” in size and on note cards or card stock 

· Print your first and last names legibly and large enough to read from a distance 

· Include your country name


2. Create one power point presentation for your group.

· Create a “title slide” for your power point with:

· the name of your country

· your group member’s names

· your teacher’s names

· Add your countries flag. Include an explanation of the symbolism of the colors used and any images or writing on your flag.

· Insert geographical information into your power point presentation. Use these slides as an introduction for your presentation. Slides should include the following information:
· Locate your country in the world

· Show border countries for reference

· Mark the country capital

· Introduce any important landmarks (historical sites, geographic features etc.) that will better help us understand your country. Mark at least 4

· Introduce the social issues your group researched by locating key areas of concern on the map (ex. Where is poverty the biggest problem? Where is the water unclean? ). Place at least one “pin” per social issue and provide at least one fact per pin.

· Create at least one slide per social issue you researched.

· Text should be included in note form (avoid long paragraphs)

· Pictures should be included to illustrate the points made.

· Draw a conclusion. Identify the social issue that is the biggest or most important issue in your country. Focus on this issue and its solution in your slideshow. Include at least two slides.

· Create a conclusion slide answering the following questions:

· Why is your issue still a problem for your country? 

· What is or is not being done to solve the problem in your country?

· Parenthetical Citations: Each slide must be parenthetically cited in the same way you would cite your essay (Hint: Since the information is from your essay, the parenthetical should be the same).
Visuals Rubric

	
	A (10 pts.)
	B (8 pts.)
	C (7pts.)
	I (6 pts.)
	NC (5-0 pts.)

	Followed Directions
	No mistakes
	1 mistake
	2 mistakes
	3 mistakes
	4 or more mistakes

	Evidence of Planning
	Planning and preparation are evident
	N/A
	Some evidence of planning and preparation is evident
	N/A
	No evidence of planning or preparation is evident

	Depth and Accuracy
	Visuals are accurate and well researched.
	N/A
	Visuals are accurate, but research is limited.
	N/A
	Visuals are not accurate or are not based on research.

	Group Dynamics/

Responsibility for self
	All members shared work equally
	One member did not share work equally
	N/A
	Two members did not share work equally
	3 or more members did not share work equally

	Met Deadlines
	Met all deadlines
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Did not meet deadlines


Presentation of World Issues Project

Goal: Each group will demonstrate they understand the issue faced in their country through an oral presentation.

The presentation must:

· Be 8-12 minutes in length

· Give each member equal time to speak

· Use a power point presentation or better to enhance the presentation

Presentation content must include the following elements:

· Introduction:

· Provide an “attention grabber” or “hook” to build interest in your topic.

· Introduce your country and your group members. Be sure to include the location of your country in the world and any important landmarks, historical events, etc. that might be important to understanding your country using your geographic slides. Use these slides to briefly introduce your group’s social issues. 

· Depth: 

· Explain the causes and consequences of each social issue your group researched.

· Draw a conclusion. Identify the social issue that is the biggest or most important issue in your country. Focus on this issue and its solution. 

· Conclusion:

· Why is your issue still a problem for your country? 

· What is or is not being done to solve the problem in your country?

· Grab our attention again; close your presentation in a way that will leave your audience wanting to help.

Presentation Rubric

	Content: (Group Grade)
	

	Organization- Group members present information in a logical, orderly way.
	10
9
8
7
6        REDO



	Clarity- Points are made in a clear and concise manner.
	10
9
8
7
6        REDO



	Preparation- (a) Presentation is practiced and flows from one speaker to the next without pausing. (b)Presentation must follow all guidelines from the Presentation Instructions.
	10
9
8
7
6        REDO



	Depth- Each group member must demonstrates a detailed understanding of their social issue.
	10
9
8
7
6        REDO




	Presentation Skills: (Individual Grade)
	

	Appropriate Dress- Neat, business attire. General appearance does not distract from the presentation.
	5      4      3
REDO 

	Eye Contact- Eye contact is made with the audience. Student does not read their speech.
	5      4      3
REDO 

	Body Language- Hand movement is used only to emphasis points and does not distract. Feet are planted.
	5      4      3
REDO 

	Voice- Appropriate pace, tone and volume are used.
	5      4
   3
REDO

	Equal Participation- Speech time is equal to their group members.
	5      4      3
REDO


